The Chairman said it was his first duty to read a letter which had been sent by Sir Sir Henry Burdett's concluding word was that the Presidents and their workers must not be discouraged because there had been a falling-off in some districts, for it would be seen that where there were increases some of them were far larger than was the amount of the falling-off in any district which had not quite reached last year's figure. All had in fact done remarkably well in the most difficult year of the League's existence.
The Lady President for Westminster.
Her Grace the Duchess of Somerset said she had been asked to say a few words as to the work of the district ?of London.
She desired to commence by congratulating "the workers in the different districts for the splendid way in which they had worked during the year, which, it was well known, had been a difficult year. She would never have dared to criticise the work of any district but her ovvn, but she felt that the League had worked under considerable difficulty this year in collecting and in maintaining interest, and she wished to say a word or two which would be of some assistance to the workers in the other 
